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to, the people, republican government is 
threatened. Article IV, section 4 of the Untied 
States Constitution guarantees each state a 
republican form of government. Thus, Con-
gress must act when the executive or judicial 
branch threatens the republican governments 
of the individual states. Therefore, Congress 
has a responsibility to stop Federal judges 
from running roughshod over state and local 
laws. The Founders would certainly have sup-
ported congressional action to reign in Federal 
judges who tell citizens where they can and 
can’t place manger scenes at Christmas. 

Madam Speaker, even some supporters of 
liberalized abortion laws have admitted that 
the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision, 
which overturned the abortion laws of all fifty 
states, is flawed. The Supreme Court’s Estab-
lishment Clause jurisdiction has also drawn 
criticism from across the political spectrum. 
Perhaps more importantly, attempts to resolve, 
by judicial fiat, important issues like abortion 
and the expression of religious belief in the 
public square increase social strife and con-
flict. The only way to resolve controversial so-
cial issues like abortion and school prayer is 
to restore respect for the right of state and 
local governments to adopt policies that reflect 
the beliefs of the citizens of those jurisdictions. 
I would remind my colleagues and the federal 
judiciary that, under our Constitutional system, 
there is no reason why the people of New 
York and the people of Texas should have the 
same policies regarding issues such as mar-
riage and school prayer. 

Unless Congress acts, a state’s authority to 
define and regulate marriage may be the next 
victim of activist judges. After all, such a deci-
sion would simply take the Supreme Court’s 
decision in the Lawrence case, which over-
turned all state sodomy laws, to its logical 
conclusion. Congress must launch a preemp-
tive strike against any further federal usurpa-
tion of the states’ authority to regulate mar-
riage by removing issues concerning the defi-
nition of marriage from the jurisdiction of fed-
eral courts. 

Although marriage is licensed and otherwise 
regulated by the states, government did not 
create the institution of marriage. Government 
regulation of marriage is based on state rec-
ognition of the practices and customs formu-
lated by private individuals interacting in civil 
institutions, such as churches and syna-
gogues. Having federal officials, whether 
judges, bureaucrats, or congressmen, impose 
a new definition of marriage on the people is 
an act of social engineering profoundly hostile 
to liberty. 

It is long past time that Congress exercises 
its authority to protect the republican govern-
ment of the states from out-of-control federal 
judges. Therefore, I urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor the We the People Act. 
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Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce a package of four bills aimed at 
improving our nation’s math and science edu-
cation at the pre-school through university lev-
els. 

Too often, our young students lack the aca-
demic background necessary to learn math 
and science skills in elementary school. The 
Math and Science School Readiness Act 
(H.R. ) promotes pre-mathematics and pre- 
science school readiness in preschool-aged 
children enrolled in the federal Head Start pro-
gram. The bill updates the current law provi-
sion that requires that Head Start programs 
develop preschoolers’ ‘‘numeracy skills’’ by re-
quiring that such programs instead ensure that 
children develop and demonstrate basic pre- 
math and pre-science skills, such as counting, 
grouping similar objects together, and deci-
phering whether items have been added or 
subtracted. I included a similar provision in the 
major Head Start reauthorization bills that 
passed the House in 2003 and 2005, but un-
fortunately these bills did not become law. 

Now more than ever, our nation’s future 
economic competitiveness and national secu-
rity will depend upon a workforce equipped 
with necessary math and science skills. Our 
students lag behind their international peers 
on several key indicators, and our states and 
schools are not held accountable for K–12 
science education. The Science Accountability 
Act (H.R. ) holds states and schools account-
able for ensuring that our K–12 students are 
learning science. It amends the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 to require that 
the science assessments, which begin in the 
2007–2008 school year, be included in the 
state’s accountability system beginning in the 
2008–2009 school year. It also gradually 
phases in annual assessments in science in 
grades 3–8, matching the existing require-
ments for reading and math assessments. 

This package of math and science bills also 
provides resources for improving math and 
science education. A tandem of bills provides 
incentives for teachers and businesses to en-
hance math and science education. 

A key component of high-quality math and 
science education is a qualified teaching work-
force. The National Science Education Tax In-
centive for Teachers Act (H.R. ) helps bring 
qualified math and science teachers to our K– 
12 schools and helps retain them. Eligible 
teachers may receive a tax credit of up to 
$1,500 per year. 

A former science educator, I understand 
that students should learn math and science 
primarily by doing math and science. Schools 
lack the necessary equipment and some 
teachers lack training in how to use the equip-
ment. The National Science Education Tax In-
centive for Businesses Act (H.R. ) encourages 
businesses to donate new and needed math 
and science-related equipment to schools or 
donate teacher training services. Businesses 
may receive a tax credit equal to 100 percent 
of the value of their donations. 

I am hopeful that the House and Senate can 
quickly act on this legislative package and that 
President Bush will sign the bills so that our 
nation’s math and science education may be 
improved on all levels. 

TRIBUTE TO MR. ANTHONY 
L’ESPERANCE 

HON. GARY G. MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor Mr. Anthony 
L’Esperance, a fellow Southern Californian. 

Mr. L’Esperance has lived a long and distin-
guished life. During World War II, he honor-
ably served as a Lieutenant Commander in 
the Merchant Marines. His duty and commit-
ment to this great nation have helped build the 
pillars of hope, peace and freedom that so 
many in the world still look up to. 

Mr. L’Esperance was also featured in the 
pages of Life magazine for his work as a mas-
ter magician and is credited for inventing a 
precise slide-calendar that incorporates the 
days lost due to the switch from Julian to Gre-
gorian calendars. 

But his greatest accomplishment and pas-
sion in life is his family. For more than 62 
years, Mr. L’Esperance has been married to 
his wife Mary. They have been blessed with a 
son, Paul, a daughter-in-law, Jan, and grand-
daughter, Morgan. 

Madam Speaker, I respectfully ask that this 
110th Congress join me in saluting Mr. 
L’Esperance for his service to our country and 
community. 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY COULD 
TRANSFORM HAITI 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to share with my colleagues the fol-
lowing op-ed that appeared last week in the 
Orlando Sentinel. This article discusses how a 
U.S.-backed biomass policy for Haiti could 
move our Caribbean neighbor away from the 
trajectory of state failure. As the article notes: 
‘‘Support for bioenergy as part of the solution 
to Haiti’s economic dilemma—unemployment 
and lack of energy—could advance the devel-
opment of Haiti, and reinforce the governance 
and security reforms that Haitians so des-
perately deserve.’’ I hope all of my colleagues 
keep this article in mind as we enter the 110th 
Congress. 

[From the Orlando Sentinel, Dec. 26, 2006] 

HOPE AFTER H.O.P.E. FOR HAITI? 

(By Johanna Mendelson-Forman) 

In its final hours, the 109th Congress gave 
new life to Haiti’s manufacturing sector, 
passing a trade bill that included the 
H.O.P.E legislation that would create up to 
7,000 new jobs by allowing Haitian assembly 
plants to import, duty-free, textiles that 
would be made into clothing for the U.S. 
market. While not a long-term solution to 
Haiti’s ills, the symbolism of this action 
went further to bolster the morale of the 
Haitian private sector than anything in re-
cent years. 

Haiti suffers from many problems, not the 
least of which is lack of jobs. Violence and 
kidnappings continue to undermine security 
in Port au Prince. Even with the presence of 
a robust U.N. Peace Mission, a country of 8 
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